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exc^iom: from occupied - 

1 On 1 October 1959, a group of Baltic tourists 
on the SS Baltic. The 'group consisted of >8 1* tv Ians > 8< 

8 Lithuanians. The group leader was a Russian. The 

the Hotel Ma linen, where It was possible to meet them. The 

consisted of the following: LAURIS, political instructor ( 

dooent TREIJB, who had a meeting with J. Ziverts; BERZAJ8 ^fposu^kj*- 

VIMTERS), vice director of the Riga Dramatic Theater, who had a masting 



\r*i mmm 



K. Zi verts; BACKS (his brother is in Boras); SAMSONE; E IZENSTAftfi^ a ■- • 

. . . j''-'-- 

roentgenologist; BERGMAKIS, from Engr Popov's Radio Factory; amlPi&ulia 



DUC MARTS , a Journal 1st . 



V*K»«6*»sV 



Berzajp 



a journalist. •; • 

2 October, it vas possible to meet and talk a iimiltsjieota^^.vwith 
, Bergman is and Bachs. At first they seemed a 
ed them in Latvian, but later they because more 



addressed them in Latvian, but later they because more 

"..cussed various questions with great animation and did not 1 h«^'i|^^ , .?to..eSpress^^^.'. 

. <•???* 

their sympathy with the. occupying regime. Bergmanis 
their point of view most ardently, while Bachs agreed 






of his two companions in a more automatic fashion; 8 onset iae® .rtoa ooribradteiw*^.^ 
hiineelf , which he i^n^a lately had to justify# ... * \ ; 

They tried to describe preaent-day life in Latvia in the brightest 
possible colors. They said an upswing was noticeable in all fields of liffim] rV /> ; 
There ha a been no more ruins in Riga for a long time. A new era of ’; ; : 
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construction had begun. Many people were building their on hosts* • 

““ «*pb..U«l. tawdl^ry fullgr m,m«U 

30,000 rublee. The flow of traffic |® Riga, was 
• ince private cars were no longer; scarce. Bad* • 

He works in some forestry and land dare lop^eht ' 

official trips. Bergmanis stresses that LatrU is belug trumtann* 
an industrial state. He admits that kolkhoz farming has hot had'^'SftSSi 
success, but one should not worry about it, s ince 
the Ukraine. I pointed out that' UtrU had always Ud sufficient 
*“’ other agricultural product, of it. ow m u* 
exported quite s lot to other countries, so why has 
so radicallyt Are the present farmers and 

old ones? Bergmanis was forced to admit tha lhai| tt^ S <* M MM 



and the indifferent attitude of to&hot farmers 
s few exceptions, he admits that ths kolkho* 



s few exceptions, he admits that ® kolkhoz sittntiw la 'q«^^a|SS^^Sf^ 0? 
but, as he said before, the Ukraine would sere erei^thii*. 

During our convereetlon we sent toned the biwf twe evir * *►' ' 

•• 

in the population of UtrU. According to BergmnU, Riga baa a .populi^ap" S' 
of 600,000. Bachs consented that it might be closer to 800,000 o ' 

came up with tha arbitrator’s Judgment, saying that tha act ml population 
figure was in the vicinity of 750,000. Whether this figure InclaAeo the 

Russian military forces, no one could say. Hot one of them denied 





As regards questions about co-existence vith tha Burt lanC , fcfa® 






were rather evasive and reserved. They said the Russian! 




-the Latvians. Bach nationality leads its own pore or. 






In this way also some individual enterprlS&" ; i»v»'been:M 

.: . •. • . .. ' V- «$*•; 

depending on whether the administration is Ruse lan 

■ ••• '-•'.' •• ,;i. •••'• • v.7 ■ " ••:;:• • • - 

of vorkere quite naturally are of the same nationality. As an raueplfi, : 

Bergman 1 b mentioned the Riga Radio Factory imeni Popov, where Site hims elf ]$0*f 

is employed as an engineer. The Ape it is enterprise, which fpcrc®?iy had 4l 

• • •..' . ••/••• : \T 

only several tens of workers , has now developed Into a hup enfe<K?jJFlee 

which employe over 2,000 workers and occupies a prootMut position in tha 
general USSR plan. Also VEF and the Riga Railroad Car Pactory:^»^ 
on al a 11-Union scale. This was emphsio lead with special parid©* . jyoit i* 
himself is said to have retired on a pension several years j#i r 



I tried to return once more to the question — what a«ai«^iM ; 4t ;iialB0 






to transform our small agricultural country and people, .by^orro^iii^' mm ’’ 
Industrial country, as we have no great natural resources to ba> groo eeaeA? 



while, at the same time, ve must find shelter, work, clothing, Qe 3 food 
for a huge crowd of occupiers -parasites? Hadn't we achieved tho meceeaary 
balance between agriculture and industry during 1 the period of Latvia*® 
independence vith a normal-eite population? Being unable to indicate any 
shortcomings in the Latvian state economy of that time, Bergnanli) replied 
heatedly that now no one is being exploited and that industry is ©OSHmfcial 

Vhen the” ran out of arguments, they began to sse- aora 



for a social -state 



and more standard phrases and party "truths" In their conversation; :I 
pointed out that there never had "been such great class distinctions in v 
Latvia as there are now. There is no 

the party bosses , artists , writers, sportsmen, etc.,andthat of the 'ooiwn 'f 
laborers who do hard work and receive ertresaly low wages. Isn't that 
human exploitation? [They said] now a man works for the benefit of the :, ’y 

state, and not for that of individual capitalists. I asked what would 

j-'ife’v 

happen in the event of free elections, without Russian bayonets t B e r g man la 



claimed that the Russian bayonets had no importance whatsoever sod the 
result of the elections would definitely be in favor of tha Coosanlsts. 

He did not deny that there were some opponents to the regime, consisting 
mainly of remaining adherents of the former regime; however, the 1r nurtiSfl 

was extremely small. Even now there were sometimes various amwymaces. whiehl#^.: 

l-‘ ".V,- 

had to be suffered.. As an example, he mentioned that the old formutermj'^ ‘ V ; ; . 

. 1 ' 0Qii /*:/,> 

were being replaced by younger men Just graduated from' School* whlli-itlih’^ 

old foresters are kept as ordinary forestry workers. i- ' 

In referring to events of the past, they unanimously blamed>/gtmlto---;V 

« • - . ■ V • • -.‘L.;' •*'A I t'*'/ 

as the cause of all sufferings and misfortunes. At present deportations : } 
are no longer heard of, while all those who were deported during Stalin's 
time have returned. When I commented that packages were still being sent 

t 

and letters were being written to Siberia, which definitely proves the ! 

existence of slave lab or camps, these gentlemen claimed that they had mo 







inf oration about that, Khrushchev's role during Stalin' a reign rote Mid .... 

: i 

to hare been quite unimportant and he cannot be regarded aa an acoomplloe 
In Stalin's criminal activities* I expressed som e light doubt ■ about "this 
since the erents In Hungary proved that even In their nplnl nn ttisi ^%nim*ris** 
Khrushchev can be Just as cruel and bloodthirsty as his form er toes Stalin* 

In the Bomlng of 3 October I telephoned Paulis Due nan is at tbs hotel* 

He remembered me immediately and expressed the vlsh to see me* We agreed 

f • 

to met at 2000 hours near tha hotal # 81nce ha had to go to 6oiM official ' 
party, we arranged to meet the next day, 1 October, In sjr apertoent* She 
converaatlon was carried on very frankly. He described his life since 
the war and the gradual development of events in Latvia up to tha present 
time. Even on this evening ve were unable to talk about all the qmestloro W’ 1 



which Interested us both. Therefore we arrayed to met once more on 



10 October, when the group was to return to Stockholm on its tmmwsnl 
Journey, after touring Sweden. 

I have known P. buctnanls since 1941, when he was editor of the Dwavplls 
newspaper. At that time he did not conceal the fact that he belonged to 
the "Perkonkrusta ” organization. In his desk drawer he still kept a photo* 
graph of Gustavs Celmlus. He had proved himself as a capable Journalist 
and vas very much interested In art and literature. Later Ducmanis became 
editor of the "Kuldlgas Vestnesis" during the time of the Kurzeme stronghold. 
Finally he became a var correspondent with the 19th Division* After the 
capitulation, he became a Russian prisoner of war and was sent to some 






Ef$E 













.foil* •* • 

li 



WS!n:>^ 



camp naar Leningrad, vhera be ttayad for 3 JW** After ht» re tuna fro* 
prison caep, he lived for a long time in Riga vithout .being. rmgSa^^ 



According to D#, at that’ time there m a better -fooreft 



confuaion vaa ao great that he could live in*Ri$j^ 

friends# After Stalin's death and the proclamation of haneaty, it' Vecifij^^ 

Y '"Vv .]•':> 

possible to legs lire oneself, and since that time he "began tO‘ r -\|. ( 4 

■ i j - ■ ! 

Gradually ha turned again to Journalism and bagan to write for a spcnrif ! 
publication. Because of his Journalistic ability, ha vaa engaged by tbe a 

newly published newspaper "Riga* Balsa" and was given the poaitioo of eating 
chief (editor) of the information department. He expressed doubt tha t be 
would be able to remain in this position for very long, as it should 



actually be occupied by a Coanuniat Party member. 



other thlngs^he 



was also engaged in some translation work, since he was flment -.ln •srtmri^YY • 
languages. He had also begun to write stories. In Stockholm. 0«^ : hed-^sb^S''' 
the writer Janls Grins, A. Kroderis, A. Johans oos, and he viehed to .mead' 
Arturs Berzins and Dz. Soduos. He asked me not to write anything about 
hie meetings and conversations with the Latvians in Stockholm, for la that 
case he would have tc account for it after his return horns. Dm fewer 
"official" meetings he had, the easier it would be for him to get along 
with the administration. It Bay be added that in spite of D. *e request and . 
J. Grins 1 promises, some very undesirable and comp Lately misinforming 
articles appeared about the excursion, and particularly about Ducmenla, in 
America's "Latvlja ' and also in Germany's "Latvlja." It has been ascertained 













'T: ^ ^ ???■ ?■ •■: - ^^SIPPS^^ -■ • w£l>i 






;•,• V /* ' ' i 

:. . :> . • ■ y-mmm&&. 



that the author of the. articles in the Amrioan papar la •■ Jania 

vhoa Ducnanls had neither seen nor oat personally, hut tftjp^^ : toj^.j tt^ ^pagp o at p^p jfffe; 
of sensationalise, had fabricated a awtoi'di^feadeii^^ 
fron statements Bade by J. Grin*. ' ; '.. :!'■'■'■ : * • . 

'a Description of Living Conditlona In Occupied Latvia! - ! ’’ * 



The period Just before the capitulation of the Kurxane Stronghold vaa V 
full of deep disappointments and dla lllun lonaenta . Am the capitulation 
drew near, the soldiers vho had fooa through hard and harolc battles van ■ ’ $ 
left to their fate* The colonela sought to aoqulre minis tar * e p^fetfolloe 

l-£s 

and tried vlth all their sight to leave "the sinking ship*" This hod \ v> 

.. .. 

created a very depressing ataosphere and a faaling of daaertlon anoag -?$|| 

i • .Ci \ ifevt 

. . ' ‘ ‘ . i 

the population and tha soldiers* Than follovad the capitulation vlth : ^;r( 

endless sufferings, hualliatlona and Russian oppression* The people 'Ml? 

vere forced to their knees, they vers exhausted and in ruga* Ybaa o ,|y. 

aan goes through great hardships, hope is his only oonsolatloa* At Such f 

• f ■ 

timet rumors and betrayals are moat likely to occur e Runora iftra apraail 
and believed about the most fantastic things* one expected the Anpr leans, 

,| 

the British, end even the Svedes, and naturally in vain* Tbs people lost 

. l 

hope, they became indifferent sod listless; but above all, they Heated to 



live. Reprisals and deportations 



ed Ilka an epidemic disease* Tbs 



forests vere full of soldiers and civilians, vho sought refuge there from 



the oppression and lawlessness of the Russians* Then, all of a sudden. 










j Py ijffc 

’ :.| '? ' 

Stalin w«s on hie deathued. With bated breath the people vetted for the ' ;&§fp; 

/ ■ ./ ;• 

<»rw^ r~\ 'f' f h ^ e m/one f’ e n r\/A ^ m %• *- W **. — - - - -- *- _ t X — a. A Vi X. w Js'lh.'rVt’ ii'i, •.: . ■:?’ 



and of this monster and, maybe, for the moment of liberation* Bat tbslf 



: ynta^^Sw^^' 



hope vee .not fulfilled, for a nev. dictator stepped lit the piece of 
one. ■ 



Looking backward, it should be noted that the 19^9 deportations vez 
the most extensive, and the Latvian peasantry vas deetroyed to Its vmry 
roots. After Stalin's death, things gradually eased up to some extent* 



The Cheka caased to make nightly arrests. Ibis was' the period of greatest ' !$'% 
relaxation, as one could be fairly certain that no one would be bothered 
without any obvious reason; therefore, if people did not show open 
resistance to the existing regime, they did not have to fear any perseeatloa. 
After the proclaimed anmesty, one could register and try to find a Job* 



It vas possible to earn something and acquire some neceesl 






of life. 



The people who had heretofore been deeply oppressed could raise 
heads a little and "begin to live." There vas a great shortage of Intelli- 
gentsia and specialists in ail fields of life. Many former workers fit 
first stayed avay from fulfilling their duties under the Russian regime 
In Ducmanls ’ opinion, that was a great mistake, since the vacancies were 
filled vlth inefficient persons and Russians. It would have been better 
to think of the possible preservation of /i^tlonal unity [among the Latvians]. 

In 19>c, the Latvian people were again stirred wip by the dlatjff^|xanoes 
in Poland and the uprising in Hungary. Once again hopes were kindled that, 
maybe, the hour of liberation had finally come. Everyone who had a chance 









mum 






















to hear foreign radio broadcasts sat patiently at their radio sets and p 



ka and '' v i ' “ 



MMM- 



greedily listened to the news/ especially froo England and Vast 
which wars -heard moat ' ' 

-and aid - to Bungary by Amaricehs 'and other 'allW^;?^lt e e n s d "i» 






eased nations could arise' In Verier if* 



awaited 



nt had cone, when all 



to shake off their oppressors* A spirit of elation prevailed* Instead of 

the expected help from the Vest, Khrushchev hurried to the "aid" ot 

. • •• •• ..;••■•' , • • : "• 

Bungary and the heroic Hungarian people were drowned in their ^m' blh<4|ii|^^ : 
The Latvian people do not want to suffer such a fate* The disappointment 
and bitterness is directed mainly against the Americans, as It Is believed 
that the Americans bad incited the Hungarians to revolt »nd had premised 
help, but had then abandoned them In their mlefortune* One cannot. Aepeak * 

V v"- 

.y. r ' ; ! - • ' ‘ 'oC-" -• 

about any further hopes* The people must try to eeoure their material 
position, preserve their Latvian spirit, and live within tbs possible 
llmlta* There was nothing else to do but be loyial to the regina* . C??r!'!--i 
Duceanls compares present-day life in Latvia with living under -.br'. 
daflnlte roof. The height of the roof Is determined by Moeeov, and'thev-''- 
local Communist Party watches clossly that no one tries to Jump oat- of . : P' : 



this designated shelter. Living conditions are Improving steadily* 

People have enough to eat and to wear* Latvia produces text ilea of a fairly 
good quality, but they are old-fashioned and lack varlaty* After a textile 



mill has begun to produce one kind of fabric. It la manufactured In amah 











great q-*ar.ii‘.le6 that the customer* begin to get tired of this uniformity* 

cfttr 

The same thir*; is noticeable ln^fields of production, where there is 
often a surplus of one certain item, but other^ equally necessary^ Items 
are cot available on the market* Be mentioned, for example, that soma 
factory had begun to produce mus tard-pots in ouch graat quantities that 
all warehouses were filled up to the ceiling; there was no mare demand 
for them on the market, but production continued "according to plsuu" 

Once the machinery had been started, it is not so simple to stop It* 
Especially the ladles complain about the shortage of fabrics; they are 
▼ery anxious to get some good cotton fabrics which have becomt so popular 
In the Meet, 

Relief packages are not a* important as they used to be* Commies loa 
store* are full of merchandise from the Vest, and the prices have dropped 
considerably. Naturally, those who can afford it will dafiaitaly try to ' 
buy soma thing original which has coma from the Vast* Ha had bought the 
material for his suit (British) for kOO rublas per mater* Sewing In wary 
expensive. All articles of clothing are said to be unstylish and alnmey^ 
one cannot compare them with those seen in Stockholm* Baoantly a large 
amount of textiles is being received from Czechoslovakia and China* ,.,- Jg om i^ 



# rife- 






paring merchandise prices in Stockholm and Riga, Ducmanle . cams to the 
conclusion that consumer goods here [in Stockholm] are far better, more 
tasteful, and cheaper; but luxury goods, i*e», radio and talarjjBibm 








Mv. . ' * '' ' ' ' •• ' 






etc., are cheaper in Riga. Another unfortunate thing i» that the goods! 
produced according to plan are not art liable Just at the tine vhen thsw|; 



v » ' 









are needed: : -?fur coats and felt* boots sometimes havesto 

summer, but bathing suits in ‘thfe.. : Winter, '-V ’ \ 'h’ ij^p S; 

Cultural entertainment is also cheaper in La trie. such as theat«i^B^'5^^^ v 

' * ••■••••••. rVi 

>:, ‘VS' 1 ? V^'l' 

concert tickets, as veil as books. In general, oocupied Latvia has 'nothing •’■(;<! 
special to offer In cultural achievements. Writers of prose are mediocre j . 

he particularly censured V. Lac is. The youfeg poets are eaid to he •morm : ?.^>- 

y '■ -a:.- ::; H 

successful; for example, SaulltwP [first cane not glvon]. Among the old / 



onee, J. Medenls la etill a whole grade above all the rest. 



He had no idea of the cultural work of Latvians in exile. Whan I 
showed hlme some books published in Stockholm, he was surprised 
enthusiastic that anything eo valuable vae being done here, 
regretted Svabe's passing away. I asked him if he would like, 
some books with hlme. [Be said) he vould like to' take all 
he was not permitted. He asked me If I couldn't give hlBlsom ' 
schoolbook published in Stockholm. He tore out the first page 
language textbook with the Latvian state emblem and the national 
saying that he knew that by heart. When I mentioned that our youag geapra' 
tion is growing up in the Latvian spirit, had not forgotten the Latvian 
lang^ge, was united in various organizations, and in general was national* 
istically inclined, D. was pleased and said - veil, then everything la all 
right. Young people in Latvia are forced to grov up in the Conaunlat 







1 










t*4Wf- 



spirit, but nevertheless their national feeling* ere itroo|« They eve 



* 



very hard-working end serious, a* they realize that they bee* to fight 



•• • >v. ' .11 



age in* t heavy Russian odd* in all fields of life; 
the highest possible education, so they can get 



that, they have to 



their position. Ccwstunist education and propaganda 
Terns like factory-owner, kulak, landcwne^ etCyhave acquired an abusive 
aeenlng, being equivalent to bandit, robber and Murderer* But 







young 



■M. 









m-'- 



■an vlll react rclentlaaaly to aoythlag which would destroy or dafrait 






his hone land • They return vlth pride from other republics after successful 



■:% >• 






victories in sports events. In the event of free election*, D. anticipates 

* . ' . . . ••• . . . 

that there vlll at first be a strong leftist Majority in the govemaesxt,; ' 

! /• ' • .*$.V 

since ell those vho, rising from the statue of laborers or servant*, tart ■■ 

*' * <v . • • '■ \..v . • •' ' 

gained leading 'positions vlll vant to retain a system which ha* . placed 
them in such a prominent position. Thay also realize that during the 
period of eny changes one vlll have to oxpedt cwrtafo rappfaeja k*tr 

■ „‘>V V •• ■ i'*:’ ..»■ '• • r ’ j. •! . ,f *t v* •*' ' .« 

tlons. Ducmanis added that many people not valllttcilned toward* hlh' r'j^f 

’ • ■ ’ ' . . • * htj. 

because of his present occupation. 

, . . • *’ • .. • fe: 

Criticism is heard more and more frequently. It la possible to erpire** ' ' 

;'"T; 

oneself rather freely about various shortcomings In the 

tratlve field; naturally one must not touch upon the Party or its laedera ' 
personally. Khrushchev's visit in Riga vas fairly veil reoeived, as be knows 
how to please the masses with various small gestures. For example, Kelhbarsias 
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had received the ir.y’.r •_• ;t ion that h« eaould try to apeak more In the Latvian 
language. When Khrushchev noticed a line forming outsides ' 

ha aeked what it was for and then gave tha order 5 



distributed in such a vay that one vould not bare to stand In llxMu 'It 
turned out that the rail k in tha store vaa sour and the people had to v^lt 
until a fresh supply of milk va6 brought and distributed# There 'is said 
to be enough milk; it is even shipped in railroad tank-cars to LenlngTS^U 
These examples shov that Khrushchev knew* bow to show himself as a thoughtful 
boss and defender of -'-he people. I asked vhether the people do not 
remember the blood;/ events in Hungary, if they can gat enthusiastic ovary, .vf' 

_ y.-^WKf 

6uch trifles* D* answered that the people do not think about it, aitd may 
even do not understand the relationship between events, but consider st^^;,^-- 
incidents as a sign of evolution: things are get ting hatter and ; Tba^ . 

every day. D# addea; you and I think more deeply , aftouf^ such' 

• •••: • • v • . • • '• - •. * 5 ;:\ 

• .-i • : : 

but at hone ve dare not talk about it. He considered the removal of 
Berklavs as resulting from the fact that he was a victim of a tactical 
error, since B. had openly and directly shown national tendencies in him 
work.. A secret struggle against Russian domination is noticeable in all 




fields of life, especially In literature and art* one cannot always follow 
a direct course, tvt :r-r c.ust frequently go by long and winding detoura. 
fnere It; t; campaign against deforestation and against 

Latvia 's r ot:.{. le t . r.»ti;.f -tcw* ion into at. industrial 6tat«. Lithuania Is 
•. ; i: it a r , f Lrmly ar.u has had some success, Wiere is said 



















to f a project to combine the rayon, into the tor-r district* (q^tr ^tfp 

ure has greatly profited fro® the abolition of the MB daA'^hi^:- ^l^|P 
41* tr ihut Ion of nachin*. aaong the kolkhos*** 

«h*n necessary. If re are al*o no 
not- suited to Latrlan condition.. The' 
i»Pror^ .ince the introduction of . finite 
by -cultivating .nail indiridual plot, and raiding .« 
to bare a little Incooa on the .id*, g» tolhhnaae 



they arrange aeall parti*, with drink . [ 

prorialon. are M de for the tee. to-be occupied 

In .uperficial entertairment. - • - K/avV^.-. •.. 

- : " •• ; ■ •/■./’• '\-£- ?&'''* •.*• 

ft-.Ua vuu. policy h„ „.chrf lt . ^ tb . jA. 

b«c» <ut end dependent on the etete. The lenloenere 

of cUee distinctions. mere ere enly e fwr in the eoi^i^ ' 

** *”“** "- tata « *+r -*> «. 

the people, end In the lnet piece — thoee eho wre 

lo reglne. HeCMtl,. .one of the old erletonrete here 

to many poaition. in Rusaia. ' ; ^ ■: 

Ibe question of medicine ha. greatly i^rored. A ^ ^ 

doctor, ha. been added. In general, doctor.* .alarie. are Lov la hospital, 
and polyclinic., but the rayon doctor, earn anch eora and are la • ewy 
good material position. 
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There are a great twariy (?) Russian soldiers in Latvia* Latvian youths 
perform military service mainly in the Baltic Military District and hajra 
proved themselves as very good soldiers. The territorial corps was dis- 



banded after the disturbances in Oeorgla* [ 

There are many Jews in Riga, mostly businessmen. (merchants ), who are 

quite rich* 

Travel outeide the Iron Curtain is fairly complicated* It is usually 
arranged by some trade union in coordination with a person’s place of 
employment. The number of allotted places [for traveling], which is usually 
very small, is publicly made known at the places of employment* Ike 
applicants are appraised (given consideration) by their employers and the 
further formalities of departure are handled by the trade union* Usually 
the family or other close relatives remain at home as a pledge* 

The ’'Voice of America" broadcasts are not very effective; their 
reception in Riga is poor, but somewhat better in rural areas. Th* broad* 
cast contents are often very Indifferent and one can feel. that the mentality 
cf the people in Latvia is hot understood in the Vest* They [the Latvians} 
are not interested in boasts aoout accumulated riches and about the high 
standard of living, ab they know that themselves; but they should be given 
full Information about the airs of the Western world and the definite 
s »■:>« undertaker* for * :oera- ion ;f oppressed nations. Very little is 

fU-.r-n. at Lone ! m clout the scientific and cultural work done by 

:n.. c - al br.l^ : bet ; kn-:~r* which the Russian propaganda advertises, 

l*t v „ a' h/ -iouTf among themselves ana the 'dangers of 














Cone lus Iona: We, living In tbe West, .ust ihov e vey of autuel under- ' 






standing with the Latvians at hone* Ve prove # not by 



:; S'. 

but by correct propaganda and fact*, ^ 









vor Id cannot last forever, and that * t&'i^ioh must >• 

Latvians in exile are not extinct, they areafcudyingand working, . »o ‘ c ^tlxaa^' 



some day^may be useful in tbe common task of restoring their native land 
with the help of the experience they have gained abroad. Examples have 
proved that our aspirations may find a response only among tbe middle-aged 
generation. The old generation is approaching the grave, but the young 
generation, which has never seen anything else, sees lta defender in the 
greater native land [USSR]. We must give them the opportunity, lag* Tiy 
. or illegally, to read. the works of Latvlans»in-exile and of writer* of 
other nationalities, which they are very eager to read. One must Strive 
to meet all the people who come over here as tourists, and tell them. In 
calm and thoughtful discussions, about the freedom oyer here. After tbs; 
return home, they will — without being aware of it — tell the. others 
about their experience. We must have transmitters that can be heard over 



there. 



It may be added that D. shov^ great enthusiasm for the local modern 
architecture. He had not even imagined anything similar to what he had 

seen in Va.;i;gb v ». i-.'ore leaving, he promised to write to me and send 

me LocKjs# 







The Communists are making use of every opportunity to Induce Latvians 

■■ • h\ 

4 . - U K' $'};<&!■' ■ 

abroad to return to occupied Latvia, or at la at to go. there for a short ■ 



visit. They send all kinds of agents and even f sally nsabenfron Latvia. 



V'* Cv Vf ’:r:;. % * 



For this purpose, Sweden is particularly popular. At Septeaiber 

1955, the painter Valdemar* VALDMAMIS visited 8tockhola, wbtre he hat hi* ’>YS‘Y 
brother, Vilis Veld man is , also a painter. The latter has lived In Virmland, 
Sweden, since 19*»5« He came here after fleeing from the Soviet occupation 
forces, together with hie foster father and his mother* JUs brother la 
now a Communist Party member. He worked for a while in Riga In the 
Academy of Arts. He went on the trip to Sweden so that he could, on e 
so-called "scientific travel assignment", collect material for llluatratione '/ir. 
to Selma LagerL&f's book. Under the cover of this asalgnwnt; he also >r\ 
devoted considerable effort to persuading his brother • to. retains^ ; YI|Y 

where he could obtain an assistant'll position in Ubafl'O f ** '■ 

, ;, V ? : ; Y YY Y' ^ Y '*J l ' X Y YY I V; £* 

. , . - r - . •• .. •.!•,•; ;•••. . * ... •. V ^ ' ' 

at the Academy of Arts. The brother in Sweden, naturally, considered this ' 
offer as unrealistic, at least for the lamed late future. Vftldar.nLs 




stayed at a hotel In Stockholm, where > according to hlsetateasnts, he was 
frequently visited by members of the 8ovlet Embassy, Rla^anls and Lapina. 
They checked Valdmanis's baggage, especially the books be had acquired In 
Stockholm. He was not allowed to spend the night with friends or acquaint* 
ances. His travel allowance was fairly high, Kr. kg. 00 per day, not Includ- 
ing the hotel. 
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The most character Is tic points of Valdmanis 1 »Ut«tntn At present 
the Latvian intelligentsia In Latvia baa to withstand strong political 
proa sure exerted by Russian art, which tears down . 






national culture. Moscow Is trying, as inteb as possible 



characteristic national traits In all f Is Ids of art , by isq?osin£|f te\ ; 8J^^ : 
element. It was encouraging to hear Valdmanis ’ statement that the resistance 



of Latvian artists to this Russification was spontaneous and so far uhbrokan;|^ ; . 
Thus, for example, some mediocre Russian painter by the .<tf Peteashtev^|^^p:/ 

was not accepted Into the Artists* Union.- Finally, he did get in, hut 

. ’TSJR& 

the basis of directives given by Moscow comrades. To resist Russian 
pressure, especially in the fine arts, the Latvians are trying to show, 

/ . . i.r 



with exhibitions organised In Riga, at • least a part of 'the achievements 
emigre painters; in this way they try to emphasise the vlder range of 
Latvian art. - 

The third brother of Valdmanis was a member of the Legion and die- (^hK; 
appeared during the deportation of 19^5/19^. A cousin, also a farmer 
legionnaire, is ill In Riga. Valdmanis had to wait 7 months for his pera!^ ^^g | 
to travel to Sweden. He had to have' statements [recommendations ] from -.\S1fflRr 









a trade union organisation and from the police* On his return to Riga, 
he vas to report to his supervisor* oh everything he had done, seen and 






heard* 

There 1 b said to be much drinking In Latvia, especially in artists * 

circles* The living standard is eatibfactory * 



Vaidiva-is was the Stockholm airport by Soviet Embassy 
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.Beoeueit'ibf the large homing shortage prtvatiif-hoae caiis'tr^iS 
but lately those buildings which ex oeed 60 square makers & 
are being nationalized. Building material is not easy to e^ijp 
often happens that they are boi-lt with stolen goods. ' Nia*iy»fif 
private homes are bought with money whloh has been gotten 
good* stolen from places of work. •-• V- 

2. The taodd of the people* without hope. Th 
along and aoooerate with the present regime. Soonomio life has 
continues to iraorove. Consumer goods are found but not wh en ■ hh^, 1 gr*J > iU&d 
gunner clothes in winter, winter clothes in summer and the eaffle^'t'hin^jwitjh 
to agriculture equipment. : . r '' ''' V'. * 

‘ • . i • *.■••"• yfc y. "•'•Jj. *« ~ 

>(•;•■'• '*? t V, . , • j • 

3» In the ores ent tine- more marriage# ..between Hues Ism aigl. 
occurring. The new generation ia greet ng up 

. ■ / • ;• : 

4 • There are a till many deportees in Siberia. Of thosb- : ^pbrt^!ito’:i$4^^ 
not. «any have returned especially the men. Those who Knva 
are -physios 1 and .mental invalids. They have difficulty of 
in the existing conditions. They have difficulty to get 
Very often it happens that Latvian# who return from penal 
registered, as a result csnnot settle 'again in Latvia! It lu^p^nauia^^lk^iS 
that the released slaves return to their camp sites in Siberia, -’ : '-l||¥4|^il|'rea : of - 
Salsspila and Ogre a secret oonetruotion is tinder way and at' tone 
are signs which forbid trespassing of the people, , V ; P- : >•“ 



t> • In 195- it was rumored that in the Baltio concurrent Soviet and Swedish 
maneuvers (naveO should occur. In this respeot it was hoped that tho Besides ; 
would- invade Latvia. (The reporter realizes the i rrrpro bab 1 iity, of thio Tltte0Jp r yJg§^ 
but said tharr was nevertheless nnoarently one which oiroul# ted widely inside of 
Latvia at the ti'^e.' 1 '>.* neorie of Latvia follow and felt sympathy with the 

'Hungarian •'eonle.oi 195^ find did not understand that the Americans would not help 
the oeoDle who they themselves had earlier incited. The Poles with their uArest 
have, however, attained certAin improvement. 

6. The r.ewsoeper, ft •a* a Bales , is obtainable only in Riga. In this paper 
are reflected short core if . n in tt.e administration, agriculture- policies and above 
all toe zr.::c for the oenole of welfare. 
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.t :s thought ■ t'.i:t this does hot apply to mail 
r.:cn. The jource had brought with her several 




